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THORPE WILLOUGHBY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of Thorpe Willoughby Parish Council held on Monday, 11 January 2021 at 
7.00pm using MS Teams. 
 

In attendance: No members of the Public were present  
Mr S Peters – Clerk/RFO to Thorpe Willoughby Parish Council 

 

Present:  Cllrs Mifsud (Chairman), Pearson, Lunn, Lawton, Pearse, Nixon, Dowell and Rennison.   
 

20/85 To receive apologies for absence and any declarations of interest 
There was one apology received from: Cllr Ms Smith – personal reason (the reason was accepted), 
and no Declarations of Interest was given. 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED:   That the above information was noted.    
 

20/86 Public Session      NONE 
 

IT WAS RESOLVED:  That the above information was noted. 
 

20/87 To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Virtual Meeting held on 14 December 2020 as a true 
and correct record, and to be signed by the Chairman.    

 

IT WAS RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY: That the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14 
December 2020 were accepted as a true and correct record of the meeting, and to be signed by the 
Chairman after the meeting. 
 

Prop. Cllr Mifsud                                Sec. Cllr Lunn 
 

20/88 To receive items for discussion and decide further action where necessary:          
88.1 To affirm the expected budget for 2021/2022 as agreed at the 14 December 2020 meeting  

(Min 20/74.3) (following a “Budget Review Group Meeting” held on 24 November 2020 and  
feedback from SDC), and to affirm the recommended “Parish Requirement” of £60,132.56  
(all precept), and to authorise the Clerk to confirm the amount with SDC, and decide any  
further action.   A short discussion was held and all councillors agreed to: affirm the expected  
budget for 2021/2022, to affirm the “Parish Requirement” of £60,132.56, and for the Clerk to  
confirm that with SDC. 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:     
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That the Parish Council agreed to: affirm the expected budget for 2021/2022, to 

affirm the precept figure of £60,132.56 (giving a zero % increase in the rates), and 
the Clerk will confirm with SDC that this is the “Parish Requirement” for Thorpe 
Willoughby Parish Council. 
 

Prop. Cllr Pearson                                Sec. Cllr Lawton 
 

88.2 To confirm leaving the Clerk’s number of hours worked per week at 17 hours, and decide  
any further action.   A short discussion was held and it was decided that the Clerk’s hours  
worked would continue at 17 hours per week. 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:     
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That the Clerk’s number of hours worked would continue at 17 hours per week. 

 

Prop. Cllr Mifsud                                Sec. Cllr Pearson 
 

88.3 To discuss a letter of complaint from a resident regarding parking/traffic issues at the  
junction of Orchard Way with Fox Lane, and decide any further action.   A District Councillor  
explained that this matter had been looked at in the past and options put forward but met  
with much opposition.  The District Councillor explained that the land in-front of the shops 
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(including the footpath, parking bay and island), were owned by the shop owners, and the  
land to the side was also owned by a shop (which has planning permission to expand onto  
it).  A suggestion in the past by the shops for the Parish Council to purchase and improve  
this area was illegal and beyond the PC’s powers.  The conclusion is that this matter is  
outside the remit of the Parish Council and it is only North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC)  
Highways who can consider adding yellow lines near the shops.  The alteration of the  
footpath outside the shops is a matter for the shops and would be a problem of affordability.   
A short discussion followed, where the Chairman concluded that the consensus was that the  
Clerk will advise the resident making the complaint that if he wishes to take this further that  
he needs to go to NYCC Highways and/or the owners of the shops. 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:     
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That the Clerk will inform the resident making the complaint that there is nothing the 

Parish Council can do on this matter and if he wishes to take this further he needs to 
go to NYCC Highways and/or the owners of the shops. 

 

Prop. Cllr Mifsud                                Sec. Cllr Mrs Pearse 
 

20/89   To receive items for information:  
89.1 To receive update information from the Clerk on the Co-Option process to fill the vacancy for  

a Parish Councillor, and decide any further action.   The Clerk confirmed that the Co-Option  
process is now in progress, and the deadline for applications (to be received by the Clerk) is: 
Friday 29 January 2021, with interviews and a decision made at the 8 February 2021 PC 
meeting. 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:    That the above information was noted. 
 

89.2 To receive update information on the continuing use of MS Teams for Remote PC meetings,  
i) the provision of a link for the public, and (ii) the use of a waiting room for confidential  
matters, and decide any further action.   The Clerk explained that the continued use of MS  
teams for PC meetings was in place (including this meeting), and that a link for public access  
to the meeting had been added to the website/facebook pages well in advance as agreed.   
The Clerk also confirmed that a waiting room was in full operation and that he had practised  
using the platform particularly in relation to sharing documents. The Clerk confirmed that MS  
Teams is fully compliant with the latest legislation (contrary to YLCA’s opinion), and that a  
robust compliant procedure is in place. 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:    That the above information was noted. 
 

89.3 To receive update information on SDC considering no longer providing information to  
neighbours when a planning application is considered, and decide any further action.   The  
Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council’s objections to the above had been sent to SDC, and  
that SDC have now commenced (at the start of this year), a 6 months trial of the above  
procedure.  
 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:     That the above information was noted. 
 

89.4 To receive update information on the PC’s judging of a Xmas lights village competition (Best  
Individual House and Best Street/Area), and decide any further action.  It was agreed by  
everyone that the competition had gone well, that the Clerk will draft up a certificate for  
the winner of the ‘Best Individual House’ and deliver it, and that the competition will be  
discussed towards the end of year as the Council is minded to do it again. 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:     
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That the Clerk will draft up a certificate for the winner of the ‘Best Individual House’ 

and deliver it. 
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Prop. Cllr Mifsud                                Sec. Cllr Lunn 
 

 

89.5 To receive any findings/recommendations of the TW News Review Group, an update from  
the Clerk on outstanding payments for adverts, and decide any further action.  
The Chairman expressed his disappointment over the delay from the printer of the latest  
issue of the parish magazine.  The Chairman asked everyone if this was acceptable and  
should the PC consider an alternative printer?  A general discussion followed where 
Councillors expressed their views, and the general consensus was that this was unusual and  
may be just a one-off caused by the present situation.  It was agreed to continue with the  
printer and review it again next year.   
A general discussion then followed over the content of the TW News parish magazine,  
where ideas were put forward including: how to get stories and feedback from residents, and  
a review of the year.  It was agreed to leave a review of the magazine to the “TW News  
Review Group”.   
The Clerk and a Councillor confirmed that the latest set of invoices for adverts had all been 
Paid, and the Councillor confirmed that the next batch of invoices are due to be sent out 
shortly and will be split to coincide with the end of the financial year (31 March 2021).  

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:   
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That the Council will continue using the current printer and review it again next year. 
iii) That the review of the content of the parish magazine be left to the “TW News Review 

Group”. 
 

89.6 To receive update information from a Councillor on OSRG works (including mentioning of a  
DBS check to the village handyman), progress on tree works at the south side of the village  
green, and decide any further action.   
A Councillor gave an update on the various works around the village green and the 
‘Woodland Walks’, and also on the issue that arose with the village handyman and that the 
fairies that had disappeared will be re-appearing at various intervals.  The Council agreed to 
leave the situation as it is. 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:    That the above information was noted. 
 

89.7 To receive update information from a District Councillor on his report to NYCC’s Area 7  
Highways on overhanging hedges, and decide any further action.  A District Councillor 
confirmed that he had re-submitted a form to NYCC’s Area 7 Highways but had not received 
a reply.  Following a short discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk will write to the resident of 
the property at the junction of Fox Lane with Field Lane, to ask for the hedge to be trimmed. 
 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:     
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That the Clerk will write to the resident to ask for the hedge to be trimmed. 

 

89.8 To receive update information on the switching on of the Xmas tree lights, an update on the  
Xmas Illuminations, and decide any further action.   A Councillor confirmed that the lights on  
the Xmas tree had now been removed by himself and another Councillor, and Councillors  
thanked them for doing that. 
The Clerk updated everyone on the Xmas Illuminations including: 

• That the Illuminations have now been switched off and will be removed later. 

• That the motifs on Leeds road could be re-arranged if the PC wishes, even though 
they vary in height. 

• That the poppy motif used by S. Milford PC is a bespoke one (which costs more), and 
that the company used for providing their illuminations is ‘Leeds Lights’ associated 
with Leeds City Council. 

• That he had received a Powerpoint display from ‘Leeds Lights’ to show what they 
offer with prices, and was then shown to everyone at the meeting. 
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A short discussion followed and the Clerk was asked to provide a comparison between the 
two firms who provide Xmas Illuminations, and to add that to the CIL/S106 review report that 
is going to the 8 February 2021 PC meeting, (to be circulated to all Councillors prior to the 
meeting along with the Powerpoint display shown at this meeting). 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:     
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That a review of the Xmas Illuminations will be included in the CIL/S106 review to be 

discussed at the 8 February 2021 PC meeting, where the document presented will 
include a comparison between the two firms who provide Xmas illuminations, and to 
decide if to acquire further lights. 

 

20/90   Planning: 
90.1     To receive updates on any existing planning applications/information:   NONE 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:  That the above information was noted. 
     

90.2     To consider and decide if comments are required for the following new planning  
application(s) received and any that appear after the agenda is distributed:  NONE 
 

 IT WAS RESOLVED:  That the above information was noted. 
 

20/91   Financial Matters   
91.1     To approve a list of payments made or to be made, with VAT, as advised by the Clerk and  
       to be signed by the Chairman as follows:  

  

 

  91.2   To receive an account status of the current Bank Statement giving a balance of £109,668.92 
as at 4 December 2020, and to be checked and signed by the Chairman.    
The Chairman confirmed that the Cash Book Extract had been received by all and was  
accepted along with this cheque list. 
A Councillor asked for a breakdown of the payments for the Xmas Illuminations. The Clerk  
explained that this year was the 1st year of a renewed 3-year contract and included: the hire of  
the lights, the installation and switching on of the lights in November, their removal in the new  
year, and storage. 

 

                        IT WAS RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:  
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That the accounts/cheques presented be approved, and invoices to be signed by the 

Chairman. 
 

                        Prop.      Cllr Mifsud                           Sec. Cllr Pearson 
 

20/92   To consider the following new correspondence received since the last meeting and decide action   
            where necessary: 

 
Payee 

 
VAT/Other 

£ 

 
Total £ 

 
Chq. 
No. 

S M Peters (January 2021 Salary). 
F Morrison (Litter Picker) (January 2021 Salary). 
S M Peters (stationery expenses with receipts-Dec 2020/Jan 2021 – 
including payment for Instant Ink – stationery for 4 Jan 2020. 
A Nixon Digital Print (Inv #106559) (Power Plan-Nethosted Dec2020-
Dec2022) 
Anorak Digital Print (Inv #0008040) (TW news Jan/Feb 2021 issue) 
 
 
TOTAL = 

- 
- 

1.67 
 

23.76 
 

- 
_______ 

 

£25.43 

825.67 
181.32 
16.54 

 
142.56 

 
515.00 

______ 
 

£1,681.09 

2386 
2387 
2388 

 
2389 

 
2390 
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92.1   YLCA Information: - Information previously circulated was noted.  
92.2  Selby District Council Web-Site information - Information previously circulated was noted. 
92.3 7 additional pieces of information previously circulated were noted.   
The Chairman confirmed that he had received a letter from the Clerk/RFO regarding his plans to 
retire from the Council and following advice from YLCA the contents of the letter could not be 
discussed this evening as it was not on the agenda. 

 

IT WAS RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:   
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That an Extraordinary PC meeting be held on Monday 18 January 2021 at 7pm to discuss 

the one item of the Clerk/RFO’s retirement, and the Clerk/RFO can be present at the 
meeting but may have to leave the meeting if needed. 

iii) The Extraordinary meeting will be hosted by the Chairman, and due to the sensitivity of the 
content it will be confidential. 

iv) The findings of the Extraordinary meeting will be reported to the next PC meeting on Monday 
8 February 2021. 
   

20/93   To receive representative reports: 
County Councillor/District Councillor: Nothing to report. 
Rail Users Group: A Councillor explained that a 1-in and 1-out train service has resumed again from  
Selby to London. 
Brayton Burial Authority: Nothing to report.  
Village Hall: A Councillor explained that he had now re-connected the faulty PC street light (LP1)  
adjacent to the rear of the village hall compound, and confirmed that it was connected to the village  
hall itself and that the bill for the electricity used had been included in their bill.  The Councillor then  
ran through a complicated calculation for the previous 4 years usage and came to a rough figure of  
£45 the PC owes the village hall.  A short discussion was held and the consensus was that the PC  
must pay for what they owe, and along with what is owed for the electricity used for the Xmas tree  
on the village green would be around £100.   
A Councillor raised a concern about the state of the footpaths between Barff Grove and the shops,  
and in front of ‘The Fox’ pub.   A District Councillor confirmed that the footpaths were currently  
under review by NYCC Highways along with installing drop-curbs, but will make further enquiries. 
A Councillor raised a concern about the churned-up grass near the entrance of the footpath that  
runs from North View to Meadow Drive adjacent to Leeds Rd, and after a short discussion it was  
pointed out that the ownership of the area was unclear and that it will improve when the weather  
improves.   
Remaining Councillors had nothing further to report.  

 

IT WAS RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY:    
i) That the above information was noted. 
ii) That the PC is minded to pay £100 to cover the costs for the Xmas tree electricity used, and 

the electricity used for the previous 4 years for the PC’s street light, following the receipt of an 
invoice from the VHMC. 
 

Prop.      Cllr Pearson                           Sec. Cllr Lawton 
 

20/94 To receive the Clerk’s report      
 The “Clerks Report List” (previously circulated), including the following and 1 further item received  

later and read out at the meeting:   

• 2 Street Name Plates for ‘Orchard Way’ & ‘Linden Way’ – both in poor condition – still waiting  
for SDC to replace them- and chased up again. 

• Business Continuity Plan – Memory Sticks have been purchased, and the next stage of the 
process is to commence soon with backup sealed copies for Chairman & Vice-Chairman. 

• Registering of Parcels of POS land at the Barratts Estate – Both the Chairman & Clerk have 
signed a draft Land Registration document and amended OS plan – this has now now gone 
for registration. 

• TWPC street light near to rear of village hall compound (LP1) – joint investigation by NYCC 
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and Cllr Dowell to see why underground supply has been switched off and to find a connection 
(see Min 20/93 earlier in meeting for Cllr Dowell’s report). 

• Arriva’s proposal to move the bus-stop post (opposite ‘The Fox Inn’, Leeds Rd), closer to the 
farm entrance – PC’s response has been sent to NYCC and to inform them that Yorkshire 
Water Authority (YWA) needs access to the sewage extraction area to the rear of the bus-stop 
& shelter – now waiting for further information. 

• Tree cutting works on Leeds Road to make the VAS sign more visible – Tree works have now 
been done by the Council’s tree contractor. 

• Faulty VAS socket at post No 5 Field Lane – Faulty socket has now been replaced. 

• Tree/bush works on village green to rear of Londesborough Grove, (including trimming of 
hawthorn tree, removing clippings, and removal of 2 branches from oak tree at north side of 
VG (adjacent to zip-wire)) – works scheduled but held up due to wet weather, and to prevent 
damage to the village green. 

• Provision of footpath adjacent to Leeds Rd by Miller Homes – waiting for works to commence 
in Spring, and/or any feedback from a District Councillor. 

• Rough Sleepers Estimate – Evening of 26 January 2021 – details/deadline already circulated 
to Councillors. 

• PC Notice of dates of meetings – notice on: both notice boards, the PC website and SDC’s  
                       Website have all been replaced with an updated one. 

• Facebook page for ‘Thorpe Fryer’ – amended link provided by the shop and passed to PC to 
amend both website/facebook pages. 

• TW Primary School parking issues – Action taken by resident, Enforcement Officer, and 
School, to discourage problem parking near school gates – PC to be kept informed. 

• Internal Auditor for TWPC for 2020/2021 Financial Year – last year’s Internal Auditor has 
confirmed that he is able to carry it out again. 

 

 IT WAS RESOLVED: That the above information was noted. 
    

20/95 To receive agenda items for next meeting    Apart from any already identified during the meeting,  
none was requested.   
 

          IT WAS RESOLVED: That the above information was noted. 
  

20/96 To receive any further comments from the public [for information only; Clerk to note]       NONE.   
 

20/97 To confirm the date of the next remote meeting as: MONDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2021: -    
 

          IT WAS RESOLVED:  
i) That the next remote meeting will be a Confidential Extraordinary PC meeting to be held on 

Monday 18 January 2021 at 7pm to discuss the Clerk/RFO’s retirement from the Parish 
Council. 

ii) That the next remote Parish Council meeting (to include the findings of (i) above) will be: 
MONDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2021 

 

20/98  Close of the meeting – the meeting closed at 8.33pm. 
 


