
 

 

 

THORPE WILLOUGHBY PARISH MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting held at 6:30pm on Wednesday 5 May 2021 via Microsoft Teams.   
 

 
Present at the meeting was Cllr M Rennison, Cllr J Pearse, Cllr C Lunn, Cllr C Pearson, Cllr 
N Dowell, Cllr D Holley, Cllr B Mifsud & Clerk S Lawton.   
Apologies from Cllr I Lawton.   

 
Welcome by Chairman of the Parish Council 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.   
 
   
Public Session 
 
No members of the public were present.  
 
Parish Council’s Chairman’s Report 
Serving councillors during 2020 will recall that the Annual Parish Council meeting had to be 
cancelled due to Covid restrictions.  You will be aware that temporary legislation was enacted 
by Government enabling Councils, of whatever size, to hold virtual / remote meetings in the 
absence of face-to-face meetings and the restrictions imposed on indoor gatherings.  We are 
empowered to deliver a service to the community where we live irrespective of the bigger 
picture. 
There was initial reluctance about learning more I.T. skills, understandable, but 12 months 
down the line we have requested that the option of holding remote meetings is not taken away 
from us.  I must thank each and everyone of you for accepting change with the minimum of 
fuss and allowing me to perform my job with the deftest of touches. 
I believe that our service delivery was on a par with previous years.  Our public open spaces 
have been well maintained. Outdoor equipment regularly inspected, and risk assessed.  
Hedgerows, trees, and shrubbery benefit from pruning to prevent them from becoming 
eyesores. Grass verges regularly mown, and street furniture improved where it was deemed 
to do so. Public money, as well as money from special funds such as Section 106 and CIL, 
was used to create the new recreation area off Linden Way, the implementation of the Vehicle 
Activation Signs along Leeds Road, Field Lane, and Fox Lane. Christmas illuminations can 
now be seen from one end of Fox Lane to the other. Plans are also in place for the improvement 
of those along Leeds Road. I must thank Marcus Tapparell, Richard Deadman, Allan Clarke, 
Frank Morrison and Clifford Wilkinson for their hard work, and commitment to the cause. These 
services were all delivered with no increase in the level of precept levied for another year. 
We have had to contend with the sudden resignations of Steve Peters, Alison Nixon, and 
Emma Smith. The loss of the clerk presented unique decisions. Councillors felt that it was 
better to go for a fresh start with the new appointee rather than a transition from the old to the 
new. This judgement call appears to have been the correct one. My sincere thanks go to Judy 
Pearse, Margaret Rennison, Alison Nixon, and Nik Dowell for their work in making the transition 
go as smoothly as it did. Steve’s departure was followed by that of Alison and Emma at the 
eleventh hour. Their places have yet to be filled. I want to thank all 3, on behalf of the Council, 
for their work and commitment but I want to add personal thanks to both ladies for their work 
on TW News. 
I want to end by mentioning our new additions: David Holley, who was co-opted as councillor 
filling a previous vacancy and Sarah Lawton our new clerk/finance officer. Both went through 



 

 

a vigorous selection process with flying colours and have already demonstrated long term 
commitment by signalling their preference for personal development.  
 
 
Addendum re Remote Meetings   
The much-awaited High Court Judgement, in relation to remote meetings, was delivered on 
the 28 April. An application had been made by 3 separate bodies for the continuance of remote 
meetings beyond the 7 May deadline. It was dismissed.  In its judgement the High Court 
concluded that in England those choices are for Parliament not the Courts. 
Thorpe Willoughby Parish Council joins in the collective disappointment of the High Court’s 
decision and will do its utmost to request our local democratically elected representatives to 
lobby the minister responsible to consider what legislation needs to be enacted. In the 
meantime, our Council must decide on a plan affecting meeting due to be held in the immediate 
future. 
 
Close of Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


