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THORPE WILLOUGHBY PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk & Finance Officer: Miss Sarah L Lawton 

clerk-pc@thorpewilloughby.org.uk 
07456 558976 

 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21ST JULY 2021 AT 7PM AT THORPE 

WILLOUGHBY VILLAGE HALL 

Present: Councillors; Mifsud, Lawton, Rennison, Pearson, Lunn, Holley & Dowell. Clerk Sarah Lawton 

and Mr John O’Neill.   

21/20  Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting.    

21/21  Public Forum 

  No members of the public present at the meeting.  

21/22  Apologies/Declarations of interest 

Apologies received from Cllr Pearse due to illness.  Council resolved to accept her apologies.  

No declarations of interest were noted.    

21/23  Acceptance of Minutes from previous meeting - 5th May 2021 

Council resolved to accept the previously emailed minutes as a true and accurate record of 

the meeting.  Minutes were signed by the chairman.   

21/24 To approve the co-option of eligible candidate to the vacant seat on Thorpe Willoughby 

Parish Council. 

 Chairman introduced Mr John O’Neill to the Council and everyone introduced themselves.  Mr 

O’Neill then presented himself to the Council giving reasons as to why he should become the 

next councillor.  Chairman asked if anyone had any objections, none were raised.  The council 

resolved to co-opt John O’Neill as the next Parish Councillor for Thorpe Willoughby.       

21/25  To receive and decide further action from correspondence received 

a) Blachere Illuminations – The existing Christmas lights were discussed.  It was resolved 
that more motif illuminations would be nice to have along Leeds Road.  3 extra motifs 
going towards Selby and 3 extra towards Hambleton.  This will then include the Miller 
Estate and Privet Drive.  Clerk will contact Blachere and NYCC to arrange pricings.   

b) It was noted that the Parish Council do not give to charity as it is not their money to give 
so we would not be able to contribute to Councillor John Duggan’s chosen Charity.     

c) SDC are offering the opportunity to plant trees on spare land that may be available.  It was 
decided that the Parish Council does have some areas that could benefit from specimen 
trees being planted (Village Green, areas of open space between the streets in Thorpe 
Willoughby and on the new Miller estate close to Leeds Road on the grassed area).  It was 
resolved that the Survey should be completed to this effect and that if we are eligible the 
Open Space Review Group will take on this project.   

d) White Rose Updates July 2021. 
It was noted that everyone had received and read this.   

e) Parish, Town & Community Council Land Ownership Survey. 
It was noted that everyone had received and read this.   

f) SDC Local Plan additional Sites Consultation Meeting Volunteer. 
Cllr Holley put himself forward to represent the Parish Council at the meeting on 29th July 
21.  Clerk will send the details to him.   

g) Link Cash Machine for the village – The Clerk explained that as we are without a Post 
Office it may be possible for the Village to get a free Link cash machine installed.  An initial 
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conversation with Link has been had to discuss eligibility and it looks as though we should 
be able to get one subject to a suitable location being found.  Link will perform a survey of 
the village in the next 12 weeks.  Clerk will keep the Parish Council informed of its 
progress.   

h) Improvements to website - Clerk reminded the councillors to send her the outstanding 
information for the website that had been previously asked for.  Clerk will also issue an 
email reminder.   

 

21/26 To receive information on the following issues and decide further action where 

necessary.  

 Village Green:  

a) Zip wire matting repairs – As the matting under the Zip wire is lifting in places and generally 
looking untidy, the Clerk has had quotes produced by Streetscape to replace the matting 
and turf under the Zip wire and a second quote to replace the mats with artificial grass.  
Longevity of the matting was discussed and it was asked whether Wet Pour might work 
instead.  It was noted that this would be a bigger outlay initially but hopefully would last 
longer.  Clerk will get further quotes.    

b) Bird-mouth fencing looking weathered – It was agreed that the Clerk should get quotes for 
the work to be carried out.  There was a debate about what colour it should be painted.  
Colour to be decided when quotes are obtained as price may vary.   

c) Location of a new litter bin following requests from members of the public to add one near 
the benches close to memorial circle.   
It was discussed that a litter bin is required for around that area and resolved that at the 
entrance to the Village Green on the Londesborough Grove path entrance would be the 
best place to have one so that all access points into the village green will have a bin.  Clerk 
will arrange with SDC.   

 

Other: 

d) Competition cups & shields - It was unanimously resolved to retire the Cups and Shields 
as some have no more space for winners’ names and would need replacing and others 
are worn.  It was suggested that the Shields/Cups could be displayed in the Village Hall in 
a display cabinet to show winners of years gone by.  Cllr Dowell will discuss with the Village 
Hall management whether we could have a display cabinet in the village hall foyer.  The 
Clerk had looked into what could replace the Cups/Shields and rosettes were discussed.  
A councillor suggested a paperweight as the prize instead so a vote was taken and a tied 
vote occurred.  The chairman used his casting vote and it was resolved to purchase 
rosettes for the winners of 2021 along with a certificate.   

e) Linden Way Play area – An update was given by the Clerk about the oil spill that had 
occurred; an oil pipe had come off the grass cutter belonging to Ark Facilities causing the 
oil spill across the paths and on the road as it was being unloaded.  Ark Facilities have 
accepted full liability and undertook a full clean-up of the oil.  Unfortunately, the Parish 
Councils path has been left marked/stained and Ark have offered to paint the path with 
Tarmac paint.  It was resolved to let Ark paint the path.    
 

21/27  To consider and decide upon the following planning applications 

a) Planning applications considered 
2021/0744/HPA – Single Storey rear extension projecting 3.6m from house and 3.3m to 
ridge – 12 Field Avenue 
No objections 
 

b) Planning decisions received  
2021/0305/HPA – Rear extension projecting 4.3m x 6.86m - Orchard Way – Granted 
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2021/0376/HPA – Increase in ridge height of 0.5m, rear dormer and single storey rear 
extension – Birch Close – GRANTED. 
Noted 

c) Planning issues 
None 
 

21/28  Financial Matters 

a) The Council resolved to accept the payments to be made listed below.   
 

 

b) To receive an account status 
£104,948.45 as at 6th July 2021 

c) Virgin Money – Internet Banking - The Clerk gave the councillors an update on the online 
banking application that had been made for the four current account signatories.  The 
online account has been set up and is active.  It was noted that before a payment can be 
sent it requires authorisation by another signatory (like with cheques) so there are the 
same safety controls in place as there was with cheques.  It was resolved that this is a 
vast improvement for the council bringing it to a more modern, efficient, cost and time 
saving way of working       
 
 

21/29   To receive Representative Reports 

Cllr Lunn: Explained that he was waiting to hear the outcome of the local government 

reorganisation, he fully expects North Yorkshire to become one council.  He explained that 

that by becoming a unitary council it’s possible that parish councils may take on additional 

responsibilities.  E.g. planning decisions.   

Cllr Holley: Gave an update on the CIL/S106 meeting held in July.  He explained that he had 

created a survey and distributed it over various media to gather feedback from residents on 

what they would like to see money spent on in the village.  A good response from the survey 

 

PAYEE 

 

VAT £ 

 

TOTAL £ 

 

DATE 

 

AUTH  

Sarah Lawton (Clerk) (July 2021)  991.97 15/7/21 SL/AM 

Sarah Lawton (HP Easy Ink) July 21 1.67 9.99 13/7/21 SL/AM 

Sarah Lawton (Hazzard Cones) 5.83 34.98 13/7/21 SL/AM 

Frank Morrison (Litter Picker) - (July 2021)  142.60 15/7/21 SL/AM 

Mr C Phillipson (Internal Audit Invoice)  105.00 13/7/21 SL/AM 

YLCA (New Clerks Finance Training Course)  22.50 30/6/21 SL/AM 

NYCC Street Xmas Lighting Trojan Units & Sockets 

2020 

477.36 2864.15 30/6/21 SL/AM 

Allan Clarke (June Invoice + Paint for bench)  206.25 30/6/21 SL/AM 

DefibShop (New Paediatric Pads for Defib) 16.80 100.80 30/6/21 SL/AM 

Autela Payroll Services Invoice 6353 13.23 79.38 05/7/21 SL/ND 

Streetscape Products & Services Ltd (Repairs to gym 

Equip) 

69.00 414.00 13/7/21 SL/AM 
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so far.  The survey closes at the beginning of august.  Cllr Holley also confirmed that he had 

chased the footpath works needed out of the Miller estate down Leeds Road.  

Cllr Dowell: gave an update on the village hall; it is starting back up with bookings all with 

safety measures in place.  He also said that the church was the same.  It was noted that the 

council were enjoying the space of the village hall and would appreciate this given the current 

situation we are in with COVID.  The clerk will look into whether meetings could continue there.  

Clerk will check everyone’s availability and arrange.     

Cllr Mifsud: Update received on the burial group.  They have an area that they wish to develop 

as it has become overgrown and unsightly.  They need around £10,500 to make the changes 

but would need to save up to pay for this.  There is potential that the cost may be split between 

Brayton Burials Authority, Brayton, Thorpe Willoughby, Barlow & Burn.   Potentially Thorpe 

Willoughby’s portion could come from S106 money.  Once plans are submitted check with 

Carol Baker at SDC if this is a possible project.    

Cllr Lawton: Updated us that he had attended the YLCA meeting recently.  Sharon Fox from 

Highways attended and gave a talk about how to reduce speeding in village; one suggestion 

was gated access.  This was of interest and the clerk will look into the possibilities of this and 

add to the next agenda.      

21/30  To receive and resolve the Clerks Report for the period of additional responsibility.   

• 2021/0257/COU & 2021/0305/HPA – planning application received – no objections 

• Clerk Finance training with YLCA – Webinar course attended – invoice paid. 

• Virgin Money Internet Banking Set up for TWPC account – Internet banking set up for 
the 4 existing signatories.  Same safety precautions in place as before; where at least 
two people have to approve a payment before it leaves the account.  Excellent addition 
to the council, money will be saved on stamps, envelopes, time and all round a vast 
improvement on the old way.  Feedback so far has been excellent. 

• Defibrillator - Meeting with Defib coordinator as unit being temperamental in the last 
few weeks.  Thinks it could be an intermittent fault.  Contacted Zoll, unit still under 
warranty so it has been returned for investigation.  Unfortunately, no loan defib is 
available so no unit for the time being. Unit marked as not emergency ready on the 
central database used by the ambulance service.  Defib coordinator confirmed that 
they should soon be able to start running defib training courses for members of the 
public again soon.   
Paediatric Pads expired on 12.7.21 so new pads ordered and installed in cabinet. 

• VAS – Schedule updated for deployment, meeting with Cllr Dowell to arrange 
implementation.   

• Internal Audit – Completed.  Audit report received back with 2 minor points which have 
been addressed.  (Increase clerk hours & Clerk Pension).  Invoice paid.   

• AGAR Audit – PKF Littlejohn audit submitted 21.6.21.  Draft AGAR forms added to 
website.   

• VAT Return – July 2020-March 2021 has been received back from Inland Revenue - 
£3,656.00.  Next claim will be in Oct 2021.   

• Broken gym equipment – The piece of gym equipment has now been fixed.  Invoice 
paid.   

• Yorkshire Flag – For Yorkshire day - Clerk will change the flag on 1/8/21 for 1 month.   

• Dog Waste Bins – Two bins in the village have succumbed to age and weather.  A new 
post has been ordered for the top of Fox Lane site and a post and bin for the northside 
village green site.   

• Over hanging hedges – Three residents so far have been written to, to ask for hedges 
to be trimmed as causing obstructions.   

• Weeds in the cut through from Orchard Way to Leeds Road – Cllr Lawton sprayed the 
weeds.  Once died back these will be collected.   
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• Monthly meeting with handyman, Allan & Cllr Pearse – Walk round of the village green 
to discuss what has been done and what needs doing.  Skip (previously agreed to) will 
need to be ordered shortly to take away the weeds/branches cleared from the beck 
area on the Fir Trees.   

• Hazzard cones – Bought a set of hazard cones for the parish council and Allan to use 
when painting/trimming to keep members of the public a safe distance away.   

 

It was unanimously resolved the accept the actions of the Clerk.  The Clerk was commended 

for her hard work and effort during this time and for getting up to speed with everything so 

quickly.     

21/31  Councillors’ Forum 

a) Cllr Pearson informed the Clerk that there was a dead twisted Willow tree on Parish 
Council land to the side of Fir Tree Lane that needs attention.  It was noted.    
No decisions may be taken on any items raised here.   

b) Items for the next agenda –  
To purchase tree guards for the Village Green.   
 

21/32  To receive any further comments from the public 

  No members of the public present.      

21/33  To confirm the date of the next meeting  

It was resolved that there would not be a meeting held in August and that the Clerk would take 

on delegated decision-making powers again until the next meeting in September 2021.  The 

meeting venue was discussed and preferred days.  The Clerk will arrange a mutually 

convenient meeting and let everyone know.     

21/34  Closure of the meeting 

  The meeting closed at 9.05pm.   

 

Actions from meeting: 

• Clerk to arrange for acceptance of office forms to be signed by new councillor 

• Clerk to contact Blachere Illuminations & NYCC to arrange extra Christmas light motifs.  

• Clerk to arrange a further quote for Wet Pour under the zip wire. 

• Clerk to arrange quotes for the treatment to the birds mouth fencing. 

• Clerk to arrange for additional bin to be installed on the Village Green southside Entrance.   

• Clerk to arrange winners’ rosettes. 

• Cllr Dowell to speak to DG to discuss trophy cabinet in Village Hall. 

• Clerk to get quotes for a trophy display cabinet once permission granted by Village Hall. 

• Clerk to inform Ark Facilities to paint the path at Linden Way Play area. 

• Clerk to arrange next meeting. 

• Clerk to look into gated accesses to villages; what they could look like and costings. 

• Clerk to complete the Tree Planting Survey. 
 

   

   


