
 

 

 

THORPE WILLOUGHBY PARISH MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
The Annual Parish Meeting held at 6:30pm on Wednesday 11th May 2022 in St Francis Church.       
 
Present at the meeting were Councillors; Mifsud, Lawton, Dowell, Pearson, Lunn, O’Neill, 
Rennison, Holley, Pearse and the Clerk, Sarah Lawton.   

 
Welcome by Chairman of the Parish Council 
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the meeting.   
   
Public Session 
No members of the public were present. 
 
Parish Council’s Chairman’s Report 
Welcome to all newly elected Parish Councillors at this Annual Parish meeting.  We have been 
having face-to-face meetings in the Village Hall for quite some time and I am sure that you will 
agree with me that such meetings bring a stronger sense of normalcy and belonging compared 
to remote ones.  You may recall that the Parish Council debated and decided to support a 
proposal by 3 separate bodies that remote meetings should remain as an option that Councils 
could defer to.  The Minister in question has been lobbied and a decision is still anticipated. 
 
The Parish Council has been through a time of upheaval; officers resigned, while others 
stepped down.  New appointments were made; I would like to welcome Sarah (the new clerk 
– Finance officer), David Holley and John O’Neill, (new parish councillors who were initially co-
opted but now have been re-elected.  We are still one short from a full complement of 10 
councillors.  We will address this as soon as possible. 
 
I believe that our service delivery has increased compared with the previous year.  The Village 
Green is kept tidy, new shrubbery and bulbs planted; equipment regularly maintained and 
replaced were necessary such as the purchase of a new double swing, new wet pour, and new 
boards around the tower.  Additional bird mouth fencing ordered to secure and protect all green 
areas.  New benches for bus shelters, new litter bins and street signs.  Additional Christmas 
tree lights festooned along Leeds Road, maintaining existing vehicle activation signs and 
defibrillator. 
 
The Parish Council organised the gardening competition, the Villager of the Year competition, 
Remembrance Day service and the Christmas Tree lighting event.  To mark the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee in June, we have also heavily invested in this one-off occasion by holding two 
separate events for residents.  Thanks go to Margaret, Nik, Judy, and spouses for the effort 
already put in. Special thanks go to Sarah for always providing different quotes to enable us 
to make the right choices and to my colleagues on the Budget Review Group whose astute 
financing each year allow all the above to happen. 
 
I do not believe that sitting on one’s laurels is the way forward; there must be forward planning 
to avoid drift.  A planning committee charged with identifying the needs of our village and 
residents should become a priority.  This would make the Parish Council more proactive 
instead of reactive in our drive towards the Local Councils Award Scheme. 
 
The final word must go to those who procure our message through communication and media.  
Thorpe Willoughby News and our own website are the standard bearers for mass messaging.  
Under the stewardship of the fantastic 5, TW News is a quality booklet that reaches out to 
everyone.  It is a privilege to work with such enthusiastic and committed colleagues. 
 
Close of Meeting 
The meeting closed at 6:48pm.   


